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SOCIAL SKILLS MILESTONES

2-3 years:
· 
Looks at a person who is talking to him/her

· Uses "hi," "bye," and "please," with reminders 
· Engages in simple make believe play with dolls, animals, and people

· Protests when frustrated 

· Directs another's attention to an object or action 

· Seeks attention 

· Brings toys to share with parent 
· Initiates social contact with others either verbally or non-verbally
· Acts out a familiar activity in play (pretending to eat breakfast) 

· Competes with other children for toys 

· Seeks praise/response from others
· Increasingly enthusiastic about the company of other children
· Seems selfish at times 

· Explores surroundings

· Laughs at silly labels of objects and events (calling a head a toe)

· Acts shy around strangers

· Uses “me, mine”

· Uses non-verbal communication to show intent-  to request, to draw 
attention to self, to show dislike, to indicate pleasure

· Uses inflection in tone of voice (falling tone for dislike)

· Begins to judge quality of language (polite vs. impolite)

· Uses verbal turn-taking

· Begins to engage in dialogue


3-4 years:
· 
Imitates adults, siblings, and playmates

· 
Learns to take turns in games

· Understands “mine, his, hers

· Spontaneously shows affection for playmates

· Uses more cooperative/interactive play

· Begins to understand other’s feelings based on facial expressions or 
behaviors

· Comforts a distressed friend or parent

· Treats doll or stuffed animal as though it were alive

· Shows awareness of parental approval/disapproval

· Asks for permission

· Uses greetings and farewells

· Indicates beginning of communication: “Hey Mary”

· States rules: “I go first”

· Makes simple jokes and teases “You can’t have this”

4-5 years

· 
Engages in fantasy play
· 
Shows Interest in new experiences 
· 
Cooperates with other children
·  
Plays “Mom” or “Dad”
· 
Increasingly inventive in fantasy play 
· 
Negotiates solutions to conflicts 
· 
Is more independent
· 
Tells on friends; reports wrong behaviors to parent
· 
Takes turns in play with other children
· 
Understands and laughs at simple jokes
· 
Makes up jokes that do not always make sense
· 
Uses speech pleasantries: “I think it goes there” instead of “Put it 


there”
· 
Uses direct requests: “Stop it”
5-6 years

· 
Wants to please friends 

· 
Wants to be like friends 

· 
More likely to agree to rules 

· 
Likes to sing, dance and act 

· 
Shows more independence and may even visit a next-door 
neighbor by self 

· 
Apologizes 

· 
Uses please and thank you

· 
Begins to use word play

· 
Differentiates 80% of the time between polite vs. impolite

· 
Uses tactics in agreements such as threats- “I’m gonna tell, “ 
bribes- “If you…I will give you…,” insults-“you stupidhead”

· 
Uses praise

· 
Answers phone appropriately

· 
engages in team activities

· 
understands that there are “bad words” and “potty language”
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